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Date: 12 July 2011
Walk for Walkers raises over £2000 for Poole Hospital Charity
In 2010 Mark Painter and Phil Hambledon decided over a pub curry that it would be a good idea to walk over 80 miles covering the Jurassic Coast to raise money for the Child Development Centre at Poole Hospital.

In April 2011 Mark and Phil completed the 85 mile hike in largely glorious sunshine and surrounded by the most wonderful scenery. They raised a fantastic £2000 which was recently presented to the staff at the Child Development Centre at Poole Hospital.

The money will be used to purchase walking aids and frames for children with mobility problems.
Mark Painter said ‘Walk for Walkers seems to really strike a chord when we chat to people. We both feel very privileged and proud to be associated with the CDC and to have the opportunity to talk to friends and family about the work they do and, more specifically, to let people know what a difference these walkers can make to the lives of the children.’
Charlotte Karmy, Advance Paediatric Physiotherapist at Poole Hospital said ‘we are all extremely grateful for the fundraising efforts of Mark and Phil and everyone who supported them. The money raised will be used to purchase walking aids and standing frames which will help our patients and their families enormously.  
The 85 miles hike was a challenge and very hard at times for Mark and Phil, but it was great fun too. Overall they were both kept motivated by the fact that they were doing something worthwhile in the name of the CDC at Poole Hospital. 

 

Mark and Phil said 'every penny donated counts, however we would like to say a particular thank you to our two main corporate sponsors, Poole Park Railway and Brothers Services'. If you are interested in learning more about the actual walk itself our diary and photos can be found at our website at www.walkforwalkers.org.uk 

- ENDS -
About Poole Hospital Charity

Poole Hospital Charity funds equipment and care above and beyond that provided by the NHS. The charity – formerly known as The Wish List – supports all wards and departments across the Hospital. It has funded equipment ranging from tiny cots to major refurbishment projects since it was launched in 2004, and has raised over £1 million since it was established. 
Poole Hospital Charity’s patrons are Olympic marathon runner Liz Yelling and Mrs Anthony Pitt-Rivers, HM Lord-Lieutenant of Dorset.
About Poole Hospital

Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust is an acute general hospital with 657 beds. The Hospital mainly serves the 272,000 people living in Poole, East Dorset and Purbeck. It is the major trauma centre for East Dorset and provides a broad range of district hospital care. It also provides a number of core services such as child health and maternity for a wider catchment area, including Bournemouth and Christchurch, and some specialist services, such as oral surgery and neurological care, for the whole of Dorset. 
The Dorset Cancer Centre – which provides care to people with cancer from across the county – is based at Poole Hospital.
We have a unique philosophy embedded in the ‘Poole Approach’. This underpins all the care we give to patients, and pledges that we will provide friendly, professional, patient-centred care with dignity and respect for all.

Poole Hospital won the Best Patient Experience Award in the 2010 national HEAL (Healthcare Excellence and Leadership) Awards, voted for by patients, the public and staff.
To find out more about Poole Hospital, visit www.poole.nhs.uk 
