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Date: 10th May 2011
Maritime Madness benefits Breast Cancer Screening
Patients and staff at the Breast Cancer Screening Unit at Poole Hospital are benefitting from a new biopsy chair recently purchased with funds raised by The Sunshade Appeal.  The biopsy chair is specially designed to provide the most comfortable environment for the patient whilst undergoing mammography examinations.   The chair also allows the staff to position the patient more easily for examination and imaging.
Lucie Allen, Chairman of The Sunshade Appeal presented the chair to staff in the Breast Screening Unit at Poole Hospital, she said, “We are a small, very local charity and raise money for Cancer treatment by holding an annual fancy dress themed party with live music, fabulous food and a varying venue each year to keep it fresh.  The 2010 party was held at the Royal Motor Yacht Club with an aptly nautical theme of ‘Maritime Madness’ and we were delighted to raise £5000 on the evening for the Breast Screening Unit at Poole Hospital in order for them to purchase the new Biopsy chair”.
Mandy Tanner, Breast Imaging Manager at the Breast Screening Unit said “ The biopsy chair has been a very welcome addition to the department for both staff and ladies. It was chosen to complement our recently installed digital equipment and is exactly what we needed.  Staff are really pleased and find that it helps to make a difficult procedure easier and more comfortable for all concerned.”
Kim Hawkings, Fundraising Coordinator at Poole Hospital Charity said “the Sunshade Appeal have been extremely generous over the years in raising funds for cancer services at Poole Hospital.  We would like to say thank you again on behalf of all the staff and patients who benefit from the equipment we are able to purchase”.

About The Sunshade Appeal
The Sunshade Appeal was founded just over seven years ago to raise money locally for the Oncology Units at Poole and Bournemouth Hospitals.  During this time The Sunshade Appeal has raised over £100,000 and has been able to provide our local hospitals with state of the art specialist equipment .   

About Poole Hospital Charity

Poole Hospital Charity funds equipment and care above and beyond that provided by the NHS. The charity – formerly known as The Wish List – supports all wards and departments across the Hospital. It has funded equipment ranging from tiny cots to major refurbishment projects since it was launched in 2004, and has raised over £1 million since it was established. 
Poole Hospital Charity’s patrons are Olympic marathon runner Liz Yelling and Mrs Anthony Pitt-Rivers, HM Lord-Lieutenant of Dorset.
About Poole Hospital

Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust is an acute general hospital with 657 beds. The Hospital mainly serves the 272,000 people living in Poole, East Dorset and Purbeck. It is the major trauma centre for East Dorset and provides a broad range of district hospital care. It also provides a number of core services such as child health and maternity for a wider catchment area, including Bournemouth and Christchurch, and some specialist services, such as oral surgery and neurological care, for the whole of Dorset. 
The Dorset Cancer Centre – which provides care to people with cancer from across the county – is based at Poole Hospital.
We have a unique philosophy embedded in the ‘Poole Approach’. This underpins all the care we give to patients, and pledges that we will provide friendly, professional, patient-centred care with dignity and respect for all.

Poole Hospital won the Best Patient Experience Award in the 2010 national HEAL (Healthcare Excellence and Leadership) Awards, voted for by patients, the public and staff.
To find out more about Poole Hospital, visit www.poole.nhs.uk 
