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24 October 2011
A Night to Remember
Tanya Broome, a 12-year-old fundraiser from Ferndown has been inspired to try to make a difference and recently presented a cheque for £4,700 to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at Poole Hospital.  
Tanya, supported by family, friends and Lyla-Mae’s parents created the Preemie Babies group which aims to raise funds to purchase some of the equipment used on NICU to support babies born prematurely and their families.   The group’s first ever fundraising event, the Diamonds are Forever Ball was held at the Premier Inn, Bournemouth on 15th October raising a fantastic £4,700.  
Tanya said “my inspiration first came when I saw a photo of Lyla-Mae, the baby daughter of family friends Rebecca Williams and Earl Vaz. 
She had just been born nine weeks early weighing just 2lb 8oz and was being cared for at NICU.  
Lyla was totally reliant on incubators and specialist breathing equipment to ensure her survival and spent eight weeks being cared for by the fantastic staff on NICU.”
 “I wanted to make a difference and liked the idea of a ball because it seemed like a really fun way to raise funds and I would be able to raise more than just the ticket price by holding an auction, raffle and heads and tails game. 

As well as my family and friends, Lyla’s Mum, Becky spent a massive amount of time and effort helping me set up and organise the ball.”

I had a mixture of guests from family and friends and I advertised it through my mums hair salon, on a dedicated website and facebook page.  
My school, Glenmoor, also got involved by holding a mufti day which raised £520.”
Tanya presented a cheque for £4,700 to staff at NICU. Danny Lockyer, Charge Nurse on NICU thanked Tanya for the donation and said “we are thrilled to receive this donation which will help to purchase some of the vital equipment for our tiny patients.”
Tanya’s aim is to raise funds for equipment that will help to save the lives of premature babies.

“It was fantastic to raise so much at our first event.  This is just the start, I am hoping to be able to raise enough money to be able to buy an incubator which costs around £25,000.”
Tanya has set up a fundraising group called Preemiebabies.  She hopes it will become a recognisable brand dedicated to holding fundraising events in the future for NICU.   Further information can be found at www.preemiebabies.co.uk or search for preemiebabies on facebook.
“I absolutely loved the ball, it gave people the chance to have a really great time whilst supporting a fantastic cause and I can’t wait for the next event.

Please, Please, please help us to try and make a difference by supporting us.”  
About Poole Hospital Charity

Poole Hospital Charity funds equipment and care above and beyond that provided by the NHS. The charity – formerly known as The Wish List – supports all wards and departments across the Hospital. It has funded equipment ranging from tiny cots to major refurbishment projects since it was launched in 2004, and has raised over £1 million since it was established. 
Poole Hospital Charity’s patrons are Olympic marathon runner Liz Yelling and Mrs Anthony Pitt-Rivers, HM Lord-Lieutenant of Dorset.
About Poole Hospital

Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust is an acute general hospital with 657 beds. The Hospital mainly serves the 272,000 people living in Poole, East Dorset and Purbeck. It is the major trauma centre for East Dorset and provides a broad range of district hospital care. It also provides a number of core services such as child health and maternity for a wider catchment area, including Bournemouth and Christchurch, and some specialist services, such as oral surgery and neurological care, for the whole of Dorset. 
The Dorset Cancer Centre – which provides care to people with cancer from across the county – is based at Poole Hospital.
We have a unique philosophy embedded in the ‘Poole Approach’. This underpins all the care we give to patients, and pledges that we will provide friendly, professional, patient-centred care with dignity and respect for all.

Poole Hospital won the Best Patient Experience Award in the 2010 national HEAL (Healthcare Excellence and Leadership) Awards, voted for by patients, the public and staff.
To find out more about Poole Hospital, visit www.poole.nhs.uk 
